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Bendigo Cemetery

The large double family grave for John CROWLEY, his two wives and two of his three sons in section F5
Sons William and Cornelius George are buried here, third son was John Henry.
John Crowley married his first wife Eleanor in America before coming to Australia in 1853.
He married his second wife Adelaide in 1868, but he died a widower.
A sixth person buried here was Anna (Hannah) DEEHAN who was the mother of Adelaide.
It is interesting to see in Anna's will she appointed as her executor Mr John Crowley of Sandhurst,
gentleman, and directed that the income or interest from her property (valued at £743) should be
paid to Elizabeth Deehan of Lisbon, Portugal, and that after her death it should be divided
between John Crowley junr and Cornelius Crowley.
A small biographical.
John Crowley was the original owner of Marlborough House. After a success mining
career in Heathcote and Bendigo he decided to invest his earnings, and with a group of
friends opened the Hibernians Restaurant in a large tent. It was very successful and in
May 1854 he and a partner purchased one of the four liquor licences issued on the gold
fields. They bought land in Pall Mall erected a building and began hotel-keeping.
They named the hotel "The Shamrock" the name it bears today. Crowley's success
continued and he later bought the Albion Hotel, and then built the Royal Princess
Theatre.
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On 16 April, 1898, Alfred Deakin, an ardent Federationist (who later became Australia’s
second Prime Minister) gave an address to the Australian Natives Association
Conference in the Shamrock Hotel which is considered by many historians to be a major
turning point for the Federation movement.
John Crowley was born in County Cork, Ireland. At 19 years of age he immigrated to
America and conducted a drapery store. In 1853, he arrived in Bendigo and entered into
partnership with Heffernan, which was dissolved in 1864.
After some years in Melbourne he returned to Bendigo and resided at Marlboro Lodge in
Wattle Street. Amongst his varied interests Crowley was connected with Mining
companies, a Life Governor of the Bendigo Hospital and a Director of Sandhurst
Trustees.
Research and editing by Bev Hanson and Jodi Fuller has aided this compilation.
Images for two headstones on the double grave.
CROWLEY_F5_042.JPG to CROWLEY_F5_042E.JPG
and
CROWLEY_F5_043.JPG to CROWLEY_F5_043E.JPG
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1st side
Sacred to the Memory of
ELEANOR
the beloved wife of
JOHN CROWLEY
and youngest Daughter of the late
CORNELIUS O'MANONY
of Ballineen County Cork Ireland
died October 28th 1865
REQUIESCAT IN PACE
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2nd side
Sacred to the Memory of
JOHN CROWLEY
who died March 26th 1899
Aged 72 years
R.I.P.

Sacred to the Memory of
ADELAIDE CROWLEY
wife of
JOHN CROWLEY
and Daughter of the late
THOMAS DEEHAN
Solicitor, Dublin
who died October 6th 1864
Aged 58 years

2nd side
Pray for the Soul of
ANNA DEEHAM
who died in January, 1885.
living to old age
Patient and Cheerful
This Memento Offered
By Her Daughter
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3rd side
Sacred to the Memory of
Dr. CORNELIUS CROWLEY
Husband of
KATE CROWLEY
who died May 9th 1931
Aged 58 years
R.I.P.

4th side
Sacred to the Memory of
WILLIAM CROWLEY
son of
JOHN and ADELAIDE CROWLEY
who died April 25th 1937
Aged 65 years
R.I.P.
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DEATH OF MR JOHN CROWLEY, AN OLD CITIZEN.
Death carried away from our midst yesterday, in the person of Mr John Crowley, one of the city's earliest
pioneers, in whose history can be read Bendigo's progress from the primitive condition of a new found
goldfield to the position it occupies today.
For the past 18 months Mr Crowley had been in rapidly declining health, and during that period had several
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times been at death's door. Nevertheless he recovered sufficiently to be able to take outdoor exercise, but yet
remained in an enfeebled condition. Accident at length hastened the end. On Friday last Mr Crowley slipped in
his room, and in the fall fractured his right thigh. Drs Atkinson and Murphy were summoned, and the
seriousness of the case was instantly recognised by them. Every care was bestowed upon him, but the shock
proved fatal, and he died at 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon in the presence of his son, Mr William Crowley.
The deceased gentleman was born in 1827, and consequently was 72 years of age. He came from the County of
Cork, Ireland, where his father was a farmer. When 19 years old he left his native land for America with many
of his countrymen who had received encouraging news of the prospects of the New World. After he had spent
seven years in the State of Maine in the drapery and other businesses, Mr Crowley in 1853 embarked for
Melbourne en route to the goldfields, which were then attracting the adventurous and enterprising of both
Europe and America.
At M'Ivor he had his first experience in digging, but he did not remain on that field long, and soon turned his
steps to Bendigo. He became an experienced digger, and worked with successful results at the New Chum
Gully, Back Creek and the Sheepshead diggings. While in the last named locality he was induced to enter into
partnership with several acquaintances in a restaurant well known as the Hibernian Restaurant. The business
was at first carried on in a tent, but it was of immense proportions, and in two months' time each partner had
received a thousand pounds profit. The prices of provisions in those early days were necessarily high; potatoes
often cost one shilling a pound, and Mr Crowley once paid ten shillings for one cabbage. In May, 1854, in
conjunction with Mr William Heffernan, he bought the property in which the mining exchange business was
then conducted. They erected a new building, procured a license and opened a hotel under the name of the
Shamrock, and thus literally laid the foundation of the present magnificent structure of the same name. Messrs
Heffernan and Crowley also established a Shamrock hotel at Epsom, which in those days swarmed with
diggers. Their businesses were very profitable, for in the first two years they made £20,000 out of them.
On the day on which the railway was opened from Melbourne to Bendigo, on 20th October, 1862, it may be
mentioned, their takings amounted to £900. In the hotel at Bendigo was a concert hall, in which free
entertainments were provided by the proprietors. The star artists of the day were engaged, and the expenditure
was consequently enormous, but such ventures paid the investors, and they grew rapidly wealthy. They also
owned the St James's Hall, and were the lessees of the Lyceum Theatre for a while.
In 1869 the partnership was dissolved and a division of the property took place. For over two years Mr Crowley
retired from business and went to St Kilda, but in 1872 he returned to Bendigo and purchased extensive
property, including the Albion hotel and Albion Chambers. On the land at the rear of the Albion hotel property
the present Royal Princess's Theatre was built, and it is carried on under a lease from the deceased gentleman.
At the expiration of the termination of the lease the theatre reverts to Mr Crowley's estate. He has since
conducted the Albion hotel, and about seven years ago built a palatial residence in Wattle Street. In the early
days Mr Crowley was agent for Cobb's Coach Co., and was offered but refused the position of managing
director of the company in Melbourne. He was also agent for the late Dr Backhaus. Until his death Mr Crowley
was a trustee of the estate, the other trustees being Dr. Barry and the Sandhurst Trustees Co. The deceased
gentleman was connected with many mining companies, and was once on the hospital committee.
For many years he was on the directorate of the Sandhurst Trustees and Executors Agency Company, and
retained the seat until his death. He was married twice, once in America and in Bendigo in 1868, but he died a
widower. He leaves three sons. Two are doctors, one of whom is in practice at the Women's Hospital,
Melbourne, and the other at Nathalia. The second son, Mr William Crowley, belongs to the firm of Macoboy
and Crowley, barristers and solicitors, of this city.
The funeral will take place on Tuesday morning, leaving St Kilian's pro-Cathedral at 11.30 o'clock.
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A Second Obituary.
The construction of new buildings in a growing Bendigo.
John Crowley, in partnership with William Heffernan, bought the original restaurant and theatre, which
developed into the social centre of the City where many important public meetings were held.
On 16 April, 1898, Alfred Deakin, an ardent Federationist (who later became Australia's second Prime
Minister) gave an address to the Australian Natives Association Conference in the Shamrock Hotel which is
considered by many historians to be a major turning point for the Federation movement.
John Crowley was born in County Cork, Ireland. At 19 years of age he immigrated to America and conducted a
drapery store. In 1853, he arrived in Bendigo and entered into partnership with Heffernan, which was dissolved
in 1864. After some years in Melbourne he returned to Bendigo and resided at Marlboro Lodge in Wattle Street.
Amongst his varied interests Crowley was connected with Mining companies, a Life Governor of the Bendigo
Hospital and a Director of Sandhurst Trustees.
No building is more closely associated with the Bendigo story than the Shamrock Hotel. It has presided
majestically over the heart of historic Bendigo for more than 100 years, and it stands as a testament to the
extreme wealth of the region's gold fields.
Originating in the early days of the gold rush, the hotel grew out of a restaurant known as the Royal Exchange
in 1854. A theatre known as the Theatre Royal was added to the building on Pall Mall later that year, staging
the first theatrical production in Bendigo. Irishmen William Heffernan and John Crowley purchased the venue
towards the end of 1854 and had plans for a hotel and concert hall. They also decided to name the building the
Shamrock. On Christmas Day 1857, fire broke out and largely gutted the first building. The original Shamrock
had been architecturally an unpretentious building. In planning the replacement building, the owners decided to
seize the opportunity to build a hotel that would outrival anything else in town. Local architects, Vahland and
Getzschmann were commissioned to prepare plans and by 1860, the second Shamrock had risen on the site.
It exceeded all expectations. It could boast thirty bedrooms, private parlours, dining rooms, bars, a smoking
salon and in the basement, a bowling alley. The exterior was equally impressive. Iron lacework completed the
spacious balcony, set high above Pall Mall. The revamped Concert Hall could hold an audience of 800. At
ground level were offices and shops, including the local office of the famous Cobb & Co and later in 1871 the
Stock Exchange was also housed in the building. It was said that after the night performances in the Concert
Hall, the hotel owners would sweep the floor and pick up the gold dust from the miners boots.
In 1869, the Heffernan-Crowley partnership was amicably dissolved. While Heffernan continued in the
Shamrock, he built St. James Hall opposite with dreams of it becoming an opera house. He also became
involved in the establishment of the Royal Princess Theatre in View Street, described at the time as comparable
to anything Drury Lane could offer. Here the greatest stars of the day performed and invariably, they stayed at
the Shamrock. Heffernan's luck began to desert him. His ventures involved heavily mortgaging the Shamrock a mortgage that could not be met. The Shamrock passed into other hands and eventually those of another
visionary, Alfred Joseph. He and his partner, Nat Sloman decided to build a new Shamrock Hotel on the
existing site that would outrival the grandeur of the buildings nearby on Pall Mall, like the stunning Post Office
(1887) and Law Courts (1896).
A young architect, Philip Albert Kennedy, a protege of Vahland, was chosen to prepare a design. Joseph was a
man of means with extensive international investments. Work on demolition of the second Shamrock began in
1896 and the following year the new and third Shamrock, embracing some one hundred rooms over five storeys
was unveiled.
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It was opulence on a grand scale. Italianate in architectural style, it exploited the rich stucco ornamentation
characteristic of the period. A spacious balcony, enhanced throughout with iron lace, provided a 'promenade' of
some 230 feet and meals could be taken there al fresco.
The hotel has seen some truly famous and infamous visitors since it first opened in 1854. The stunning Lola
Montez performed her legendary 'Spider Dance' here. Dame Nellie Melba stayed but complained about the Post
Office clock striking on the hour. She had locals stop the clock from chiming at midnight. More recently, in
1983 crowds like never before lined the streets below the Shamrock to see Lady Diana Spencer on her only
visit to Bendigo. Over the years and decades, other owners came and went and the Shamrock remained.
The most recent refurbishment of this landmark building commenced this year, with stage one recently
completed. The hotel-room suites on the upper level have become luxurious and contemporary, featuring
marble bathrooms, balcony access and all new furnishings. Like each stage in the rich history of this building,
the changes reflect the happenings in Bendigo. This exciting new phase brings the vibrancy on the streets of
Bendigo to the grand old building yet again.
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