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Bendigo Cemetery 

 
 

 
William Hunter and family grave in C3. 

William Hunter was a well known and wealthy mining investor in the Bendigo Goldfields. 
Images: 

HUNTER_C3_118.JPG 

to 

HUNTER_C3_118E.JPG 

------------------------------------- 

The following people were buried in this grave #3002 Sect C3 as per cemetery records. 

3002 HUNTER Margaret D- 16/04/1868 B- 17/04/1868 28 yrs 

3891 HUNTER Joseph D- 2/05/1871 B- 4/05/1871 35 yrs 

20872 HUNTER Joseph Mortimer D- 15/11/1910 B- 16/11/1910 22 yrs 

22484 HUNTER William D- 18/08/1914 B- 19/08/1914 74 yrs 

31993 HUNTER Catherine D- 25/07/1940 B- 27/07/1940 90 yrs 
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In memory of 

JOSEPH 

MORTIMER 

Elder son of Wiliam 

& Catherine 

HUNTER 

who died 15th 

November 1910, 

Aged 22 years 

 

 

 

 

1st side . . . . 

Sacred to the memory of 

JOSEPH HUNTER 

who died May 2nd 1870 

Aged 35 years 

and to his wife MARGARET 

who died April 16th 1868 

Aged 28 years 
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2nd side . . . . 

Sacred to the memory of 

WILLIAM HUNTER 

who died August 18th 1914 

Aged 74 years 

and to his wife 

CATHERINE 

who died July 25th 1940 

Aged 90 years 

 

 

 

* 

Joseph Hunter 

Bendigo Advertiser (Vic. : 1855 - 1918) Wed 16 Nov 1910 Page 7 
OBITUARY. 

The friends of Mr and Mrs William Hunter and family will learn with sorrow that 

the sudden and serious illness of their son, Mr Joseph Hunter, terminated fatally at 

3 o'clock yesterday morning. As stated in our last issue, Mr Joseph Hunter was 

removed from Ormond College to the Infectious Diseases Hospital last Saturday 

when the serious nature of his ailment was diagnosed, and his parents were sent 

for. 

 

On Monday his condition was so serious that very little hope was entertained. At a 

late hour on Monday night it became apparent that he was sinking fast, and Mr and 

Mrs Hunter were summoned, and remained with him to the end. The deceased 

young gentleman was a native of Bendigo, and about 22 years of age. He entered 

on his University career early last year, with the intention of obtaining the LLB 

degree. He was successful in his first year, and completed his examinations for the 

second year on Friday last, and it was known yesterday that he had been successful 

in one of his subjects, the results in the others having not yet been announced. 

 

Not only was Mr Joseph Hunter a young man of considerable ability, who 

promised to achieve success in his chosen vocation, but he was, by reason of his 

straightforward character and manly disposition, greatly beloved by his many 

friends, some of whom were fellow students, and specially appreciated his worth. 
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The whole community will sympathise with Mr and Mrs Hunter and family in their 

tragic bereavement. The family is closely identified with St Andrew's Church, of 

which Mr Hunter is a trustee and member of the board of management, and at the 

annual meeting last night the Rev J Crookston referred in feeling terms to the great 

trial which the family, in the providence of God, had been called upon to endure. 

 

As a mark of respect it was resolved to transact only formal business, and a 

resolution expressing the sorrow and sympathy of the congregation was carried. 

The funeral is announced to take place this afternoon from the railway station to 

the Bendigo Cemetery on the arrival of the train from Melbourne at 10 minutes to 

5 o'clock. 

* 

 

Bendigo Advertiser (Vic. : 1855 - 1918) Thu 17 Nov 1910 Page 7 
OBITUARY. 

The funeral of the late Mr Joseph Hunter, son of Mr and Mrs William Hunter, who 

died on Tuesday, took place yesterday afternoon on the arrival of the train from 

Melbourne. The remains were accompanied to Spencer Street by Dr Macfarland, 

head master of Ormond College, several of the tutors, and by nearly 100 students 

of Ormond and the other University colleges. Some of the students came on to 

Bendigo. The large assemblage of friends at the Bendigo railway station included 

many from Elmore, several members of the hospital board of management, trustees 

and board and elders of St Andrew's Church, members of the Stock Exchange, and 

many representative citizens. 

 

The remains of the deceased were carried to the hearse and from the hearse to the 

grave by six of Mr Hunter's employes, and the following students from Ormond 

College, viz, Messrs B M Crookston, M N Mackay, A N Hyett, R V M'Kenzie, J K 

Borrowman, S R Dickson, and D M'Kinnon, accompanied by Messrs C Robertson, 

S DeRavin, and G Hampton, preceded the coffin to the grave. 

 

The pall bearers were Messrs J M'Ilroy, W Alexander, W D Rees, G Mackay, J P 

Christie, B Hyett, J Jackson, D Bayne, R Stevenson, J Urquhart, J Richardson, J 

Dunn, J T DeRavin, M Kelly, and Dr H Boyd. An impressive service was 

conducted at the grave by the Rev J Crookston, Bishop Langley, and Dean 

MacCullagh, Mr Crookston delivering an appropriate address on the character, 

disposition and attainments of the late Mr Joseph Hunter, and expressing the wide 

spread sympathy for the parents and other members of the family in their great 

bereavement. 

 

There was a profusion of floral tributes, including a domed immortelle from the 

Kirk Session, board of management and congregation of St Andrew's Church, 

another from Burnewang, and tributes with colours attached from Ormond and 

Trinity colleges, Melbourne. 
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The complete funeral arrangements were under the direction of Mr W Farmer, 

M'Crae street. Constable Kelly also rendered good service by keeping the traffic 

clear of the cortege on the special occasion. 

* 

 

William Hunter 

Bendigo Advertiser (Vic. : 1855 - 1918) Wed 19 Aug 1914 Page 3 
DEATH OF MR W HUNTER 

VALUED CITIZEN PASSES 

ANOTHER LOSS TO MINING 

After an illness extending over a period of eight months, Mr William Hunter, the 

well known mining investor, died at his residence, "Hunter House," Queen Street, 

Bendigo, yesterday morning from an affection of the heart. Death took place at half 

past 7 o'clock, and by it one of Bendigo's best citizens has been removed. The loss 

to mining will be particularly severe. Mr Hunter bore his lengthy illness with 

characteristic calmness and fortitude. 

 

Throughout he was attended by Dr Hugh DeRavin. A frequent visitor was the 

Right Rev T Crookston, Mr Hunter having taken an active interest in St Andrew's 

Presbyterian Church for many years. 

 

A widow and family of one son and two daughters are left - Mr William Hunter 

junr, and the Misses Annie Hunter and Mary Hunter. The eldest son, the late Mr 

Joseph Hunter, died in 1910, whilst a law student at the University. Since his 

father's illness, Mr W Hunter junr, has accepted seats on the boards of directors of 

several mining companies, and it would give great satisfaction to Bendigo to see 

him retain his interest in Bendigo mining. 
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The funeral takes place today, the cortege 

leaving "Hunter House" for the Bendigo 

Cemetery at 3 pm. 

The deceased gentleman was the son of the late 

Mr Alexander Hunter, a farmer in Letterkenny, 

Donegal, Ireland. When Mr William Hunter, 

who was born on the farm in 1810, arrived in 

Bendigo in 1860, his brother, Mr John Hunter, 

was digging for gold at Kangaroo Flat, and Mr 

Joseph Hunter was following the same 

occupation at Golden Gully. Mr William Hunter 

joined forces with the latter, and for six weeks 

they worked together there. They then came 

further down the valley into Bendigo proper, 

where Mr Joseph Hunter possessed a fairly large 

puddling machine. The two still worked 

together, and they kept several horses and carts 

going to supply the puddling machine, which was situated near where the Bendigo 

Savings Bank now stands in Hargreaves Street. 

 

Some time later Mr William Hunter went to Eaglehawk in connection with a claim 

in that part of the field. When he first reached Bendigo he knew nothing of mining, 

but his brother, who had served an excellent apprenticeship, quickly gave him the 

necessary practical lessons. While at Eaglehawk he was able to work on equal 

terms with those around him, and he remained there for some time, obtaining fairly 

good returns. Eventually he joined his brother, Mr Joseph Hunter, and then 

followed many months of useful work. 

 

Years went by, and in 1865 the Bendigo Borough Council determined to call for 

tenders to prospect the Pall Mall reserve. Messrs Joseph and William Hunter, W D 

C Denovan, James M'Auley, W H Kelso, and W M'Feeters entered into an 

agreement to negotiate the work in a partnership. Some of them tendered. Mr 

Denovan was the successful tenderer for No 1 block, nearest View Point, at £61; 

Mr M'Feeters for the No 2, or middle, block, from Williamson Street to Bull Street, 

at £38; and Messrs J and W Hunter for the third block, between Bull and Mundy 

streets, at £81. All the gentlemen then joined together, and erected puddling 

machines on the banks of the creek, so as to have the advantages of water and to 

comply with the council's demand that the tailings be used to level the reserve after 

it was prospected. Fifty men were employed, and work proceeded energetically. 

 

This was, of course, long before the erection of the public buildings was mooted. 

Rosalind Park was but sparsely planted, and day by day Pall Mall was uprooted, 

and pits were dug over the whole surface. 
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The proprietary party worked among the men. The party, in addition, obtained the 

right to work in other streets, including Market Square, M'Ivor Road, and High 

Street, and was also allowed to cart away the surface soil from several allotments, 

and from this, and from the streets they received what was at that time considered a 

very fair return for their toil. The Hunter Bros had done well in Bendigo, and in 

1866 they took up a selection at Corop, near Lake Cooper, where they proposed at 

some future time to make an Australian home. Two of the brothers settled on the 

property, but Mr William Hunter remained in Bendigo. The Garden Gully United 

mine laid the foundation of the fortune of the deceased gentleman, as well as those 

of his brothers. 

 

Mr Joseph Hunter, who died in 1871, at the age of 35, was one of the originators of 

the company, and soon after coming to Victoria Mr William Hunter purchased 

shares in the mine at a small price. His other brothers did likewise. During the 

following years they regretted the investment, for threepenny calls were made too 

frequently to please them. But they were men of faith in the resources of the 

property, and, though the shares went abegging the family held most of theirs, Mr 

George Lansell even, in order to get rid of shares, paying the late Mr Joseph 

Hunter £2/10/ to take over the liability on them. The wonderfully rich discoveries 

of the tribute companies forms one of the brightest chapters in Bendigo mining, 

and the Garden Gully United Company became the leading mine on the field, and 

placed the shareholders in affluent circumstances. The Hunter family benefited 

more than most others, for they held large interests in the mine. 

 

Before the Garden Gully struck it rich, Mr William Hunter, in 1873, returned and 

took up his residence in Ireland, and he was there when the famous Bendigo mine 

burst forth into all its golden greatness. 

 

In 1882 he was married to a daughter of Mr Joseph Chambers, of Brockagh, 

Donegal, and in the following year again came out to Victoria. Two or three weeks 

after his return, in connection with his brother Robert, he purchased the 

Burnewang Park Estate at Elmore, comprising 30,000 acres, for which £95,000 

was paid. Mr Robert Hunter established his home on the estate, but Mr William 

Hunter settled in Bendigo. He then entered upon an extensive connection with the 

Bendigo mining industry. 

 

He did not confine his attention to one reef, but placed his capital where it would 

assist, mines scattered all over the field. He became closely associated with the 

directorates of many companies, and next to the late Mr George Lansell was the 

principal director of mines in the district. Mr Hunter had been a very heavy 

callpayer right up to the present time, but for many years past had received very 

little in return for his enterprise. 
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The deceased at the time of his death was a director in the following mining 

companies:- Garden Gully United, Sea, South New Moon, Clarence United, New 

Shenandoah, New Chum Consolidated, Hercules and Energetic, Pearl, New Nil, 

New St Mungo, United Devonshire, Williams's United, Goldfields South, 

Goldfields Consolidated, Goldfields North, Goldfields Extended, United Ulster, 

South Garden United, Cornish United, Carlisle, Windmill Hill, Specimen Hill, 

New Argus, North New Moon, New Moon Consolidated, and New Moon United. 

 

The late Mr Hunter was also a director of several investment institutions in the 

city. He took an active interest in his directorial duties, and like the late Mr George 

Lansell and the late Mr Ernst Mueller, frequently visited the mines. Of late years 

he seldom made underground inspections of the mines, being content to discuss in 

a conversational way with the managers the important questions affecting the 

interests of the companies. He was exceedingly popular with all sections of the 

community, and his demise will be sincerely regretted. 

 

In racing circles the late Mr Hunter was well known. He was amongst the oldest 

members of the Bendigo Jockey Club, and took a lively interest in the sport. 

Although frequently urged to assume the position of an office bearer in the club, 

Mr Hunter always declined. 

 

The late Mr Hunter also took a keen interest in the local charitable institutions, and 

was a life governor and member of the Bendigo Hospital committee, a life 

governor of the Art Gallery, and a trustee and member of the board of management 

of St Andrew's Church. Mr Hunter was a onerous contributor to every deserving 

cause, and performed many kindly charitable acts in an unostentatious manner. 

* 
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