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Thomas Crowther 

Bendigo Advertiser (Vic. : 1855 - 1918) Tue 21 Jul 1885 Page 2 
DEATH FROM POISONING. 

Constable Lysaght, of Marong, reported to the coroner late on Sunday evening that 

a man named Thomas Crowther had died at his residence, near M'Cartin's, 

Shelbourne, that morning, and that he was supposed to have committed suicide by 

poisoning. 

 

Mr Strickland yesterday held an inquest at deceased's late residence. Jane 

Crowther, widow of deceased, deposed that on Saturday evening, about eight 



o'clock, she went to M'Cartin's Hotel for deceased as he had been drinking heavily. 

He came home, but was not drunk. There was nobody in the house except a boy 

about 14 years of age. She went to bed, and a few minutes afterwards her husband 

came into the room, took something out of a drawer and then went back to the 

kitchen. He returned and got into bed, telling her that he had taken morphia and 

that he would not be here long. 

 

In answer to her he said he wanted to go quietly. He began to instruct her as to his 

personal effects, saying he gave all to her. Up to that time she did not think he was 

serious, but noticed a change and became alarmed and went for Mr M'Cartin, 

taking the boy with her. She returned with two of Mr M'Cartin's men, but they lift 

at midnight saying he was only asleep. In the morning they came again, but still 

thought he was asleep. Mr M'Cartin came between eight and nine o'clock and on 

examination pronounced him dead. 

 

They had lived happily and had no quarrel about the drinking. She had been told he 

took morphia on a previous occasion. He never to her knowledge threatened to 

destroy himself. Deceased told her he bought morphia from Mr Trumble, chemist, 

at Sandhurst. Hugh M'Cartin gave unimportant evidence. Dr Hinchcliff deposed 

that he had made a post mortem examination of deceased's body. The stomach 

contained about six ounces of dark grumous fluid with portions of half digested 

food. He was of opinion that death was caused by narcotic poisoning, probably by 

morphia as stated. 

 

By instructions from the coroner he had retained the stomach and contents for 

examination if necessary, which he handed to the police. A verdict was returned 

that Crowther committed suicide by poisoning. 
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