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Bendigo Cemetery

Notes for George Henry Hobson (1857-1897).
His family grave is #9059 in section B1
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1st side. . .

In memoriam
Erected by the Brethren of the
Masonic Order
and
M.U.I.O. Oddfellows
Bendigo
As a mark of Fraternan regard
to their late brother
G.H. HOBSON
whose earthly life closed
on the 11th of February 1897
in his 40th year
Now at rest.
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2nd side. . .
MARIE JEUNE
beloved wife
devoted Ma of
MAUDE and WINNIE
called home 11th December
1946
in her 90th year
"Sweetest memories"
also their daughter
WINIFRED
called home 3rd January 1961
Aged 78 years
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3rd side. . .

MAUDE
beloved wife of
S.E. COURTIER
died July 29th 1913
Aged 34 years

The following people were buried in this grave #9059 Sect B1 as per cemetery
records.
9059 HOBSON George 28/03/1884 11 days
14280 HOBSON George Henry 11/02/1897 13/02/1897 40 yrs
22071 COURTIER Maude Mckenzie 29/07/1913 31/07/1913 34 yrs
34289 HOBSON Marie Jeune 11/12/1946 13/12/1946 89 yrs
39341 HOBSON Winifred (Winnie) 3/01/1961 5/01/1961 78 yrs

**
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THE Friends of the late Councillor GEORGE H HOBSON are respectfully invited
to follow his remains from his late residence, Garsed Street, to the Bendigo
Cemetery on Saturday, the 13th inst. Funeral to move at half-past three o'clock.
THOMAS SAYER, Undertaker, Bridge Street.
The Members of the Zenith Lodge are respectfully requested to assemble at the
Masonic Hall on Saturday, the 13th inst, at 3 pm and follow the remains of our late

George Henry Hobson (1857-1897)
Page 5 of 11

member Past Master GEORGE HENRY HOBSON P.G.J.D. to the Bendigo
Cemetery. Sister lodges are kindly invited to attend.
W D C DENOVAN WM
P FIZELLE, Undertaker, Bridge Street
*
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DEATH OF CR GEO H HOBSON.
A WORTHY CITIZEN AND REPRESENTATIVE.
The news of the death of Cr Geo H Hobson, the junior member for Barkly Ward in
the City Council, will be received with feeling of profound regret by all sections of
the community. The deceased gentleman was well known and highly respected
throughout the district, and his sudden demise will come with a shock to the public
generally, to as up to about a fortnight ago he was about town in the best of health
and spirits.
On last Sunday week - a very hot day, it will be remembered - the deceased
gentleman went out for a ride on his bicycle, and again on the following day, when
thermometer registered 112 degrees in the shade. On returning home he went down
stairs into an underground room to get cool, and evidently he caught a chill, which
soon developed into serious symptoms. Dr J M Eadie, who was summoned,
prescribed for the patient, who, however, gradually got worse, and it became
evident that the patient was suffering from an internal complaint.
Dr Atkinson was called in, and arrangements were made for an operation to be
performed on him on Saturday. At the last moment, however, it was decided to
postpone the operation for a time, and things were allowed to take their own course
until last evening, when as there were no signs of improvement Mr Hobson was
removed to the hospital for the purpose of having an operation performed upon
him. Mrs Hobson and Messrs J J Marsh and Andrew Morrison accompanied him to
the hospital, the patient being then quite conscious and anxious that the operation
should be performed in order to afford him some relief from the pain he had been
enduring.
In order to carry out the operation it was found necessary to place the patient under
chloroform, and the following doctors took part:- Drs Atkinson, J M Eadie, F M
Peebles, T Murphy, of the honorary staff, and Dr Jas Buick, assistant resident
surgeon. The operation was performed, but the patient did not regain
consciousness, and died about half an hour afterwards.
There were few more popular men in the district than the deceased gentleman,
whose geniality and vivacious manners gained him warm friendships on every
hand. So thoroughly did he identify himself with various public movements and
organisations that he was also very widely known, and there will be a feeling in all
quarters that his death will be a distinct loss to the district.
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The deceased gentleman was a native of Elphinstone, where he was born on 31st
January, 1857. He spent his youth in Castlemaine, and in August, 1871, his parents
came to Bendigo. Here he served his apprenticeship in the coach smithing business
at the factory of Mr Isaac Lloyd, which, singularly, occupied the site of the
premises in which Mr Hobson carried on his extensive auctioneering business.
When his term of apprenticeship was completed he entered into the employ of his
step-father, Mr J Andrew, who was in the auctioneering business, and managed the
furniture department for some years. In 1884, in partnership with Mr G Lovett, he
started on his own account, having altered the old coach factory to suit the
purposes of the auctioneering business.
Mr Lovett retired from the partnership after a few months, and with the exception
of a partnership of similar duration with Mr J Pengelly in 1887, Mr Hobson carried
on the business by himself with great success up to the time of his death. It was
added to in 1892 by the purchase of the business carried on in the old Arcade by
Messrs T H Dyer and Co The Arcade business having been removed to the
Hargreaves street premises, Mr Hobson successfully formed a company to
purchase the old Arcade building, and the handsome new structure was soon
afterwards erected, Mr Hobson being given the position of managing director to
the company.
During the land boom in Melbourne, while still holding his Bendigo business, he
filled the position of salesman to the Coburg, Somerton and Junction Estate Co,
one of the largest land companies in the metropolis. When, however, signs of the
bursting of the boom; appeared he relinquished the position, and devoted himself
wholly to his Bendigo business, which, carried on under the style of G H Hobson
and Co, became widely known in the district.
In public matters Mr Hobson took a prominent part, but was perhaps best known
by his connection with friendly and other societies. He had a brilliant career in the
M.U.I.O.O.F., and was one of the most prominent members of the order in the
colony. He became a member of the Heart of Friendship Lodge in 1879, and from
the first entered with spirit into all matters appertaining to Oddfellowship. He went
through the various offices, and was ultimately appointed District Grand Master,
also becoming director of the order in Victoria. He subsequently filled the position
of Deputy Grand Master of the colony, and in 1891 at the Daylesford A.M.C. he
was unanimously appointed Grand Master of the colony.
In that office he did much to further the interests of the body, and at the meeting of
their Annual Movable Committee in 1892 at Ballarat so distinguished himself that
the brethren in Bendigo made him a handsome presentation, £133 being subscribed
for the purpose, the gift taking the form of a valuable gold watch, chain and locket
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with a handsome opal and diamond bracelet for Mrs Hobson. He was a
representative of his lodge for a number of years on the board of the Bendigo
Medical Institute and Dispensary, and occupied the position of president from
August, 1886, to August, 1888. To his efforts was mainly due the amalgamation of
the institutions. With Freemasonry Mr Hobson had been connected since 1880,
when he was elected a member of the Zenith Lodge.
As in his connection with other societies he displayed great interest in all he
undertook, and passing through various offices reached the position of Worshipful
Master in 1887. He was subsequently appointed Grand Junior Deacon of the lodge
in the colony. He was also an Arch Mason, having passed through all the offices of
the Golden Chapter and been elected First Principal in 1893. At all Masonic
ceremonies, he was a prominent figure, and in various parts of the colonies assisted
at installations. He was one of the founders and Master of the recently formed
lodge of Mark Masons. Some years ago he was the means of raising £1,700 for the
Masonic charities of Bendigo, having successfully managed an art union in their
interests. He was in addition an honorary member of the A.N.A. and St Andrew's
Society.
With political movements Mr Hobson was frequently identified, and on various
occasions was secretary to election committees. He was elected to the City Council
oh 3rd March last as a representative of Barkly Ward in succession to the late Cr
Heinz, and proved himself to be a very useful member, carrying out his duties with
the energy which characterised all his undertakings.
The deceased gentleman was largely interested in mining, and was associated with
the directories of several companies. He was also one of the promoters of the
Bendigo Cognac Distillery Company. He was a member of the board of
management of the Bendigo Hospital, and for years past had been a member of the
executive committee of the Bendigo Easier Fair.
He was also a prominent member and official of the Bendigo Athletic Club. As an
amateur actor Mr Hobson possessed considerable ability, and in amateur
productions performed with much success as a member of the old Philanthropic
Club and the Sandhurst City Amateur Dramatic Club, both of which bodies
assisted in charitable movements. His representation of Nat Gosling in "The Flying
Scud" was one of his best efforts.
He leaves a widow and family of two daughters, for whom much sympathy is
expressed in their sad bereavement. The funeral takes place tomorrow afternoon at
the Bendigo Cemetery, moving from the deceased's late residence in Garsed Street
at half past 3 o'clock.
*
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THE LATE CR G H HOBSON.
The principal topic of conversation in the city yesterday was the lamented death of
the late Cr George H Hobson, and on every hand were to be heard expressions of
regret that such a useful and genial citizen should be carried off in the prime of life,
and the deepest sympathy was felt for the widow and two daughters in their sad
bereavement.
Out of respect to the memory of the deceased gentleman flags were flying half
mast at the Town Hall, Masonic Hall, hospital, ANA Hall and various business
places in the city. The auction rooms of Messrs H M Marks and Co and Messrs J
Andrew and Co were closed yesterday as a mark of respect to the deceased
gentleman's memory.
Cr S H M'Gowan JP, one of the deceased's colleagues in the representation of
Barkly Ward in the City Council, yesterday received a telegram from the Premier,
Sir George Turner, who succeeded Mr Hobson as Grand Master of the
M.U.I.O.O.F. in Victoria a few years ago, asking that gentleman to kindly convey
to the widow and family his sympathy with them in their sad affliction, and
expressing his regret that public duties would preclude him from attending the
funeral.
Mr M'Gowan also received telegrams from Mr Simpson, of Warrnambool, the
D.G.M. of the order, and from Mr Carter, the Prov CS of the Hamilton district,
expressing their sympathy with the Bendigo district in the loss the order had
sustained by the death of the deceased brother. Mrs Hobson has also received
numerous telegrams from friends all over the colony, expressing sympathy with
her in her bereavement, and numerous floral tributes of respect have been also sent
in, one from the deceased gentleman's employees being exceptionally handsome.
The route to be taken by the funeral will be from the deceased's late residence in
Garsed Street to Myrtle Street into High Street, and at the intersection with Forest
Street the members of the Masonic lodges will join in the cortege, which will then
proceed to the Bendigo Cemetery via Mitchell Street.
Last night Messrs M Conolan, T Hogan and J A Michelsen, secretary of the
Bendigo Athletic Club, waited on Mrs Hobson to express their deep sympathy with
the family, and on behalf of the members handed in a beautiful artificial wreath as
a token of the respect and esteem for the deceased gentleman. It is a coincidence
that today is the anniversary of the death of the late Mr C Heinz, whose seat as a
representative of Barkly Ward in the City Council, the deceased gentleman was
elected to fill.
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The members of the Masonic lodges are specially requested to attend at the
Masonic Hall punctually at 3 o'clock this afternoon prior to the funeral. Members
of the following bodies are requested to attend as per advertisements:- Sandhurst
City Fire Brigade; Loyal Heart of Friendship Lodge; M.U. B.U.F.S. Dispensary
Board; Order of St Andrew; Eaglehawk Masonic Lodge; Bendigo Glee Club and
Bendigo Athletic Club.
The Bendigo Stock Exchange has decided to close this afternoon as a mark of
respect to the deceased's memory, and to enable members to attend the funeral.
When the proposal was mooted by Mr T Walsh at the meeting of the Exchange
yesterday some of the members raised objections to it, not on the ground of any
disrespect to the deceased, but, as he was not a member of the Exchange, it would
be establishing a bad precedent by adjourning for the death of a non-member.
On the other hand, it was pointed out by other members that the deceased
gentleman was a consistent supporter of the mining industry, and while not a
member of the Exchange, he had been closely identified with the share brokers. Mr
H E Williams seconded the motion, which was carried. The Rev W C Sadlier,
curate of St Paul's Church, who has been in constant attendance on the deceased
during his illness was present with him when he died.
The last public movement the deceased gentleman was associated with was the
recent Juvenile Industrial Exhibition in aid of the Watson Substantiation Fund. He
took a warm interest in the undertaking, and as chairman of the sub-committee,
having charge of the entertainments and musical competitions, rendered valuable
service.
Mr Hobson had occupied the position of one of the vice-presidents of the Bendigo
Glee Club for the past two years, and always manifested an active interest in its
welfare. On the occasion of the recent production of the opera, "Les Cloches de
Corneville," he ably sustained the character of the Bailie. His loss will be felt very
much by the members of the club. {Opera set at the turn of the 18th century,
depicts the return of an exiled aristocrat to his ancestral castle}.
The finance committee of the City Council of which the deceased gentleman was a
member met yesterday afternoon, and only passed the accounts and accepted a
couple of tenders. When the councillors assembled for the ordinary fortnightly
meeting the mayor (Cr Marks) rose and said:Gentlemen, you are aware of the mournful and untimely death that has befallen our
fellow councillor - Cr Hobson - and, without at this stage, going into any remarks
as to his character, I think it is only right to pay a tribute to his memory; and
knowing that he is now lying dead at his house, and that the funeral takes place
tomorrow, I think it only right and proper for the council to adjourn without
entering into any business whatever. I move accordingly. The motion was
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seconded by Cr M'Gowan, and carried unanimously. The council thereupon rose.
The chair at the council table usually occupied by the familiar figure and cheery;
face of the departed gentleman was draped in black.
At the meeting of the Easter Fair committee, which was convened for last evening
in the Town Hall, Mr M'Gowan referred in feeling terms to the death of the
deceased gentleman who, he said, had rendered good service on the committee in
past years. He moved that the meeting be adjourned until Monday night out of
respect to the memory of the deceased. Mr T Hogan seconded the motion, which
was supported by the chairman and carried unanimously.
Our Inglewood correspondent writes:- Sincere regret was expressed here yesterday
by members of the local Masonic lodge and business people at the sudden death of
Mr G H Hobson, of Bendigo. The deceased gentleman was an occasional visitor to
the borough, and the news of his death came as a shock to his friends, who held
him in high esteem.
**
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FATALITIES AND ACCIDENTS.
LADY'S SUDDEN DEATH.
Mrs Maude Courtier, wife of Mr Ernest Sydney Courtier, of Kangaroo Flat, died in
a very sudden and unexpected manner at the residence of Mr Courtier's mother,
Cemetery Road, Kangaroo Flat, yesterday morning about 8 o'clock. Mrs Courtier
was seated near the fire attending to one of the children, and Mr Courtier was
reading a newspaper close by, when his wife asked him to take the child, as she felt
as though she was going to faint. She immediately fell back and expired.
Dr Green was sent for, but on his arrival he could only confirm the sad fact. Some
time prior to her death Mrs Courtier suffered from a pain in her chest, and
consulted several medical men, who advised her that there was nothing to be
alarmed about. Up to the time of her death she was in her usual state of health.
The deceased lady, who was only 34 years of age, leaves a family of four young
children. Mrs Courtier was well known in Bendigo, and was the eldest daughter of
the late Cr G H Hobson. Great sympathy is felt for Mr Courtier and his four little
ones in their sad and untimely bereavement.
*
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MAGISTERIAL INQUIRY.
Mr E G Yeates JP, held an inquiry yesterday morning concerning the death of the
late Mrs E S Courtier, who expired suddenly at Kangaroo Flat on the previous day.
The only evidence taken was that of Dr Green who had made a post mortem
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examination of the body, and found that death was due to fatty degeneration of the
heart. Mr Yeates returned a verdict accordingly.
*****************************
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